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.ment team of the White House. Members- of the committee are
‘said to have sent an indignant protest. to Ronald Reagan
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In his first interview since the midair confrontatm Aug. 19
between Libyan aircraft and fighters of the American 6th Fleet

over the Gulf of Sidra, Libyan leader Moammar Khaddafy teils -
the West German news magazine, Der Spiegel, how he plans to

deal with ‘‘American imperialism.”’ He-asserts that the CIA was
behind a recent alleged assassination attempt against him, aud_
calls Prestdent Reagcn "an uuauccessﬁ;l thtrd-rate actor
PSSR R
Der Spnogel—ColoneL Khaddafy in tbe West espeeia!!y in
America, you are regarded as the most dangerous man in the.
world. Do you think that is justified> = - s
Khaddafy—It depends on what you mean by dangerous

Q—What the Americans mean- by that is: really dangerous ‘
They are convinced that-you, next to the Russians, are the
worst evildoer of all and the one who is behind all the uproar,
especially here- in Afriea- On top of that is the fact that you

have threatened to attack American-bases in the Mediter-’

ranean, even at the risk of unleashing an international catastro-

phe and a third world war, if the American 6th Fleet once agam‘_,

enters the Guif of Sidra off the Libyan coast.

A—I can tell you why America calls' me the most ¢ dangerous‘

man. It is part of the political and psychological preparations

‘for the conquest of Libya. America intends to attack beya and-

brmg it under 1t§ domination again. . .. .. .- o4

Q—So you don’'t believe that in Reagan’s scenam you are
merely the bad cowboy with the black hat? You really seriously

maintain that the Americans intend to attack and conquer‘.

Libya?
A—That is my opmion

Q—This is a very grave allegation How do you visuahze the
conquest of Libya taking place?

A—There are various methods, but they all have the same
-aim of subduing Libya and incorporating- it in the American

sphere of influence again. To do this, a direct occupation of the
country with troops is not necessary. It is enough to overthrow
the revolutionary regime and replace it with another :pro-
American regime. That is one methodofAmermanmpemhsm
and that is what I meant when I spoke of Amemca s plans for
conquest Sl

Q-—Is that what you were thmlung of in the recent speech in
which you spoke of an aftempt to poison you" el -

A—Of course, the Amencans were behind that. 'I‘o attam
their ends they must’ get rid of me. This base plot, worked out
by the American president with his CIA, to get me out of the
way, was a iurther step in the dxrectxon of gettmg beya into.
their hands. = .

Q-It is a fact: that the:American press early in August
reported an operational plan of the CIA aimed at removing you
from office. This plan was said to have been proposed before
the Select Committee on Intelligence, after- it had been ap-
proved by CIA chief (Willlam) Casey and the crisis-manage-

because it appeared to them that. your assassination was
planned. However, there wu no talk of poisoning What do y(m
know about all this? "
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A—The sxgns only became ‘clear 'to me afterward. Shortly1
before. these plans were disclosed, many American visitors
came :to me, as journalists, as businessmen, as. politicians.-
They all suddenly found they had-a great interest in speaking to
me. Only later did.I discover that this was all arganized by the
CIA with the purpose of discovering my daxlv livmg habxts
where T sleep, where I eat, what 1do.-- . . :

1 also had tips from America, from friends of Arab orlgm who
have become Amerigan citizens and who perhaps have worked
more or less for the CIA or were-supposed to be recruited by
them. These persons. had noticed that the €TA was becoming
more active in the direction of Libya. They~let me know thati
information had been obtained about my eating habits. They!
warned me that I should have all food and drink testeds.. - -fj

I did nottake these reports seriously at the time because I
did not think that America-would pursue such a base plot thh”‘
the participation of its president. .|

The campaign-against me-. and agamst ~ny policy becamet
stronger. 1 was said to be behind every act of terrorism and!
responsible for all evil deeds that happened in the world. When
they saw: that they were not gettmg very far with their plan to-
poison me, they suddenly decided to close our People’s Bureau '
"(embassy) in Washington, ordered the personnel to leave the
country, and broke with us completely. Fol!owmg that they
tned to slip one across me in the Sidra. L :

Q—That sounds to our ears; of course, like a cops and robbem'

" story, But, unfortunately, one has to admit that the CIA plans

for getting rid of Fidel Castro, the full details of which became '
known some years ago, also sounded like one. They planned to"
get Castro by using poisoned bootlaces or poisoned cigars... |

A-—Those are facts that cannot be demed I" is- alsa a fact that{
they: tried to kill me. . ...

‘the. CIA. has Martin Luther ng on 1ts consmence, 1t has1
[Chilean leader Salvador] Allende on its conscience, it has;
[Congo’s Patrice] Lumumba on its-conscience. Why should they
recoil from _having me. on their conscience?- - - s_

Q—We cannot agree with that 1ist, but a lot is possib!e in the )
CIA and that is something that worries even the American :
public. We-in Europe, for our part, are equally shocked that yon ,
threatened to attack the American 6th Fleet if it turns up in the

-Gulf of Sidra again. Have :you not lost all.sense of proportion?

A—Nonsense. What I wanted to say was that some formations *
-of this fleet carry atom bombs. If the Americans attack us m.(
the Gulf:of Sidra; I must reckon that they wxll also attack us
with atom bombs. - .

In.that case.l have the nght to defend my people and my
country. by attacking ‘the NATO bases in southern Europe or the
ships:from which these atom bombers start before they can .
reach us. If we have the.chance of destroymg these bases or |
ships, we should.do so. =~ . i

Q—Are you.really determined to attack American or NATO

_defense base in Greece, Italy, or Spain? ‘

A—Understand me correctly. I did not say I wanted to attack
Greece, Italy. or Spain. I said if I discover that an American | |
attack is being. made from these ‘bases and I have the |

CONTINUED'
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-Q—But frontler diffcrences such as yoirs toncem{ng coas!al

water. limits exist all over the world, hetween China and
Russia, Japan and Rissia, China and Indla. Xet no one up to
this date has threatened to cause an international catastrophe
over them, You are the flpst, vt (¥ &5 g ke 2
“A-We are not a neighbor of Americai We haveé no frontier
differences with them. Nor do we havé d conflict ‘over sea
limits. We regard the action of the Americans in the Gulf of
Sidra as an act of naked aggression; The Americans had no|
right to be there. We are not their neighbor. Therefore we do,
ot accept. the term ! fontier, conflict; i jynalrg Tt R 5!

possibility ‘of taking .'if{:e_gefvba's.ﬂe"é' out, 1 Twouid not hesitats fo

EPLS

L e e i 2w a‘,‘f'.'m' ACSTLXIPR
Q:-It concerns the chservatldn of a’'3-mile ﬁr-i_ﬁ‘-‘igllé‘zox_\e
that. has always beert respected by ,ﬁieﬂAmgﬂég‘q&_ﬁ@@tglde‘glﬂlﬂ
zone the Americans were in International Watérsy -2 &40 X

A—That is not true. We have not extended the coastal waters:
limit to 12 miles. For-us the Sidra is a security zone. I do not
weant to commit myself as to how far in frdnt of our coasts this

Jimit runs. But 1 tell you the Sidra Gul is a non-negotiable part|

¢! the ‘land of Libya. Whoever pushes his way iii here is
thréatening us. This area 18 indispensable for dur' security. That
is where we have our factories and our’industrjes. That is
«here our ofl -terminals lie from which we supply-the whole,
wsorld with ofl. I IR ERT A LR I SRR R N SR A

Whoever goes into the Sidra Gulf must know that:he is
tteading on Libyan territory. Whoever goes into the Sidra Gulf
has declared war on us. That applies not only to the Americans-
but to everyboedy, no matter who they are. . L i

QYo have said you would even take the risk of world war.
This is an earhest giestion. Can yoi yourself imaging-that you!
would be guilty of causing thé third World war? - 7.~ " 17
* A—Sirce when has a pérson who defends -his owh"dotintry.
‘been regarded as one who unleashes wars? If wé accep: that,}

no man can ever defend his country. I'don't want war, I only{ :

want to defend my country: If the Amerlcans have & conflict
with me and maintain I am in the wrong, why don’t they go.to
the United Nations,"or the:World Security: Council, or the
International Court of Justice, or.the Conference on the Law ‘gf
the Sea? huinfioipi ibjtuy dibiendud s v = ot
. R P o L T IO I IY s IRt o B LR AP S L]
" '‘Q—Why did yoli ot go to the United Nations or appeal to the
World Seciirity Council when the Americans entered the Gulf of
. . 3 - ' . ‘\

_-A—America "does _notneed ‘the ‘Gulf of “Sidra. 1 canhot,
understand ‘why Ametica has Fast ltself it thie role ‘of ‘world'
policemah and decided to make an examplé of the Sidra Gulf:!
But I can assure you that after this attack'T feel myself much:
stronger in my vountry aid: iy regime Is moré consolidatéd!
than before. I was supportéd by the wholé of Ardbla. Eighty)
states haye officially approved and supportéd my demands. .
1 ¢an also tell you that offi¢ial letters have been received|
from Greece; Italy} France, and many West European states
asstiring me that I am in the right and saying they could not'
.understand why Ameri¢a was pldying with fire'in this wayi‘l

]
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Many. European tountries have ever assured me officlally tha
il'migy accept and 'fecanlz'e; the Sidra Gulf as a security zone goi; z
ya. . ‘_.:4? _.K.A.‘,“ . AT vt z}” N ‘, RS "r - A_ P

1t seems to mie that Amierica and some oft§ allies até so dich ‘
and stupid that they have lcarned nothing from history. Gamel
Abdel Nasser only became a hero when the West Europeans |
made war against him on the Suez Canal in 1956, "~ N

If they want to make me berd of the Arap»s,),then” he’

‘Americans. should carry on as they are doing. I have nothing’
against it. .On the contrary, I welcome it.." ., .tips b i

" Q-Then the next conflict seems to be programmed already
because, as a maritime natlon; America will inslst on its
definition of sea limi{s. What political lessons have you learned
from this confrontation? Will you have to reorlent your alliance

policy? Little Libya cannot hope to face the 6th Fleet alone,
Do you want to get closer to the Soviets now? ;i v« ., . >
. "A=—It. j§~not necessary to run to the Soviets and ask for
_protegtion against the Americans. The question is not whether I.
can beat America. What I want to make clear is that one must,
not give way if one is in the right. But'in any case we have
military power and even i( ‘we cannot defeat America the,

sheuldn't imagine it would-he 3 cake walk for them, N

' Q<When Ronald Reagan became President, you sald you
were happy that the “nalve” and “ignorant"’ Carter was gone
‘and you welcomed Reagan as a more serfous man. You have
probably changed your opinion about him now? ;. .i»: o5
. »'_A-Tuaturally it was not the person of Reagan I preferred so|
mugh as the Republican Party and its program. ..

Q~That is surprising because Reagan stood for an antl-
socialist, powerful armaments policy. "¢ 'Lt T
+-A—You are right, but I-cannot imagine that Reagan will be
ablg 'to ‘keep his armaments program. going for long. The
democracies are rveally demagogies. There are many promises
that turn out later to be empty ones... .-/ iv: ;% 2
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Q=In ‘your last speech you called President Heagan an
lfx‘xl\sufcgsgml, third-class actor, Have yoi; ever seen him in a_
m, ‘1.. e o S E S BRI PR el e . o e PREEEO

oy A=Y

es, on Libyan television. We showed his films on TV"
because we couldn’t believe it was true that such a man was
President' 'of America. We rolled about laughing. We keep!
‘repeating bis films to amuse our people. SR
"I have nothing against anyone exercising his profession if it is
honest snd honorablé. What I say.is that-as an actor Reagan
.was unsuccessful and third-class so that he has an inferjority
“complex :that he-seeks to compensate for. it by stupid and '
Ancalculable actions.# i pl.e 1 L e T
 Q—In‘America, ‘your actions are likewise attributed to.an
inferiority complex. = - .0 ST
A~ am not a third-class actor. I have tradition, I have roots.
I ama’ revolutionary. 1 have made a revolution: ‘Reagan |
embodies ‘nothing more than the peak of a capitalist, rotten
society. in which everyone is ready to make any promise'so long
as he is elected. ... @’ R 2 AT

_Q—You have called on the Arabs to destroy the Israelf atom
research center'in Dimona In revenge for the Israeli attack on |
the Iraqi reactor in Baghdad. = - - .o co

.A—I am against the manufacture of atomic weapons any-
where in the world. That is why I say the Dimona plant must be !
'destroyed. I am convinced that the Israelis already have the
bomb. They will not allow the International Energy Authority .
‘or anyone else to carry out an inspection. Therefore, they must '
have something to hide. : . o :

- @—Can you visualize that one day, for reasons of policy, you :
‘would come closer to America again? ‘ |

L A—Natural!y..“{e have always said that we were ready if the .
“interests of both sides are respected, but not at our cost alone. I °

Tepeat, I don't want to live in enmity with America, but neither *
do I intend to crawl before them. The Americans are playing -
with fire by pushing their fleets all over the place. I appeal to |
the American people to stop their president playing with fire. |

C © 1081 Dex Spiogel |
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